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ACT ONE

An Arcadian Landscape

The curtain rises on a chorus of fairies who
tell of their regret that Iolanthe has been banished
by the Fairy Queen, for marrying a mortal, a crime
punishable by death. However, the Queen had mercy
on Iolanthe, and commuted her sentence to penal ser-
vitude for life. This sentence she has chosen to
work out at the bottom of a stream, in order that
she should be near her son Strephon, an arcadian shep-
herd. The fairies persuade the Queen to pardon her,
and Tolanthe is reunited with her many sisters.

Strephon now enters and announces that he is
going to marry Phyllis, a Ward of Court, despite the
fact that the Lord Chancellor has forbidden him to do
so. He realises the risk he is taking, but decides
to "Brave the upshot, be it what it may".

The Fairy Queen promises Strephon her protection
should he need it, and the fairies depart leaving the
stage clear for Phyllis ,nd Strephon, who sing the
delightful duet "None shall part us from each other".

The peers arrive upon the scene followed by the
Lord Chancellor and Lord Tolloller. The former ex-
plains that in view of the fact that everyone has
been powerfully affected by Phyllis, he has decided

s

to give her to whichever Lord she thinks proper to se- -

lect. Phyllis is duly summoned, but she states that
her heart is already given. The Lord Chancellor asks
her who she is in love with, and Strephon arrives
just in time to tell him. The peers, both shocked
and angered by this, walk off.

Strephon tries again to persuade the Lord Chan-
cellor to give his consent but in vain, and so he
naturally tells his mother of his misfortune. Whilst
he is in the act of doing this, Phyllis, Mountararat,

the

and Tolleller enter unobserved.

The two Lordé, by
rather devious means, induce Phyllis to renounce
Strephon.

Angered by this, Strephon enlists the aid of the
fairies who in turn send him into Parliament and
grant him the power to do anything he wishes.

ACT TWO

Palace Yard, Westminster.

In Palace Yard, Westminster, we find Private
Willis on sentry-go, meditating on polotics, and he
finds it rather comical that "Every boy and gal thats
born into the world alive, is either a little Liber:
or else a little Conservative',

The fairies and peers enter. Lord Mountararat
and Lord Tolloller complain bitterly that Strephon
is playing havoc with everything. Mountararat says
that this is caused by "Women interfering in poli-
tics".

The peers are scorned by Celia and Leila, but in
fact the fairies begin to realise that the peers
aren't so bad after all, in fact they find them quite
charming. The Queen, however, thinks otherwise.

Lords Tolloller and Mountararat have an argument
and almost come to the point of fighting a duel over
which of them should marry Phyllis, but in the end
decide that she really isn't worth the trouble, and
that the "Sacred ties of friendship are paramount".

Phyllis and Strephon become reconciled, and they
implore Tolanthe to plead with the Lord Chancellor
to give his consent. Whether he does or not, I leave

you to find out for yourselves,
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